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Dear Er l ing :  

Thanks f o r  your i n t e r e s t i n g  l e t te r  and papers .  I agree  t h a t  t h e  H I V ' s  
warrant  subdiv is ion ,  but  i t  doesn ' t  s e e m  t h a t  t h e  I C T V  needs t o  sponsor 
more d i scuss ion  s i n c e  everyone (even t h e  -- NY T i m e s )  appears t o  have accepted 
HIV-2. I w i l l  be  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  see how c l o s e l y y o u r i s o l a t e  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  
Montagnier 's .  I no longer  t ake  HTLV-4 s e r i o u s l y ;  i t  appears t o  be 
contaminating SIV from macaque. 
t h e  way i n  which i s o l a t e s  of HIV-2 should be i d e n t i f i e d  (e .g .  HIV-2 [STH-11). 
A s  of t h i s  month, John Coff in  a t  Tuf t s  w i l l  t a k e  over as chairman of t h e  
Ret rovi rus  Study Group and w i l l  be t h e  appropr i a t e  r e c i p i e n t  of 
correspondence 011 such matters. 

I t h i n k  our  o r i g i n a l  proposal  makes clear 

With b e s t  r ega rds ,  

Harold E. Varmus, M.D. 
American Cancer Socie ty  
P ro fes so r  of Molecular Virology 
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